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Saturday, January 23, 2027  

9:45am Welcome 

10:00-10:30am Tempered Steel and National Temperament: The Bayonet 
and Eighteenth-Century Conceptions of French National Character—After its 
enigmatic emergence during the early seventeenth century, the bayonet soon 
became a ubiquitous feature of Europe’s battlefields. Over the following two 
centuries, this commonplace weapon also developed into an evocative mate-
rial symbol of French martial identity and national character. This talk exam-
ines how military theorists, Enlightenment thinkers, and Revolutionary politics 
transformed the bayonet into l'arme nationale, intertwining infantry tactics 
with concepts of national character. Alex Belovsky, PhD, is a recent graduate 
of Vanderbilt University whose work focuses on the effects of military dis-
course on national identity in Modern Europe. 

10:45-11:15am In Matters of Military Headgear, Materials Matter (France, 
mid-18th century–1815)—This presentation examines the transformation of 
military headgear in the French Army from the mid-eighteenth century to the 
end of the First Empire, focusing on the materials and manufacturing process-
es that enabled innovation. Drawing on previously unpublished archival and 
material sources, it argues that the search for headgear better suited to mili-
tary service was driven by the French state's changing expectations of its ar-
my, as well as by the rationalization of relationships among manufacturers, 
military administrators, and soldiers and the development of supply networks 
capable of sustaining innovation. Alexandre Longer is a doctoral fellow at Sor-
bonne University and a professeur agrégé in History. He received the 2022 
Military History Prize from the French Ministry of the Armed Forces for his 
master’s thesis on infantry headgear and is currently affiliated with the Centre 
d’histoire du XIXe siècle (UR 3550). 

11:30am-12:00pm Insignia in Motion: The Resilience of Irish Regimental 
Materials Across Boarders, 1609-1815—Exploring how Irishness was material-
ly expressed and sustained within British Military structures between the sev-
enteenth and early eighteenth century, this paper examines the objects made, 
used, and altered by two major Irish-recruited units: the 18th (Royal Irish) 
Regiment of Foot and the 27th (Inniskilling) Regiment of Foot. It highlights 
how Irish identity was negotiated through items such as buttons and cap 
badges, as soldiers interacted with, or altered the material world of military 
service, particularly where Irishness persisted and was transformed as regi-
ments and their personnel moved across transnational spaces. Eira H. Betthell 
is an interdisciplinary Doctoral researcher at the University of Essex, with a 
broader practitioner background in military organizational dynamics. 



12:00-12:30pm Lunch Break 

12:30-1:15pm What the What? 18th-Century finds in Rural Nova Scotia 
Museum Collections—In the grand scheme of things, Nova Scotia can often 
be overlooked. Being mostly made up of quiet, rural communities, the 
museums in the province reflect that quiet quality. Our long history though, 
speaks to being a leader in the global Atlantic. There are artifacts in those 
quiet museum collections that speak of that powerful history. With significant 
waves of immigration of cultures in the eighteenth century, some items stand 
out for their historical record and quality of construction. This paper will 
examine some of those sometimes overlooked items in both the Nova Scotia 
Museum and Association of Nova Scotia Museums collections. Kelly-Arlene 
Grant is a life-long creator of material culture items for living history programs 
following the methodology of experimental archaeology. She holds a PhD with 
a significant research/creation project from Concordia University in Montreal 
and currently holds the Vice-chair of the Bridgetown Historical Society and 
Director of Collections at the James House in Bridgetown. 

1:30-2:00pm Thomas Dring’s “Common Pin”: Vernacular Material Culture, 
Smallpox, and the American Revolution—While being held captive on British 
prison-ship The Jersey in 1782, Captain Thomas Dring improvised inoculation 
on himself using a "common pin" and the body matter from a fellow prisoner 
suffering from smallpox. Dring's success with the procedure speaks both to 
the vernacular nature of medical care during the American Revolution, as well 
as the understudied history of the material culture of smallpox inoculation 
throughout the 18th century. This talk offers a rereading of Dring's experience 
with his common pin to better express the socially-informed meaning 
bestowed on (non)medical objects. Becca Lo Presti is a PhD student in the 
History Department at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  

2:15-2:45pm Eepiihkanita and His Tomahawk: Identity, Lethality, and 
Commemoration on the Revolutionary Frontier—William Wells, or 
Eepiihkanita to his adopted Myaamia people, had become a prominent figure 
in frontier myth by the nineteenth century, as one of the few people to have 
fought on both sides of the Ohio Indians wars—first as a Myaamia warrior in  

Ticonderoga 250th 
Stay current with Fort Ticonderoga’s plans to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution! 
https://www.fortticonderoga.org/learn-and-
explore/ticonderoga-250th-real-time-revolution/ 



Registration 

Register online using the link below, or fill out the registration form on 
the next page and mail with your check made payable to Fort 
Ticonderoga to:  

Fort Ticonderoga  
PO Box 390  
Ticonderoga, NY 12883 

Don’t delay! Registration closes on January 20, 2027. Register by 
November 30th to receive the Early Bird Rate. To pay with a credit card, 
please register online at the link below or call (518) 585-2821. Register 
online at this link: 

https://fortticonderoga.org/ft_events/virtual-
material-matters-its-in-the-details-3/ 

St. Clair’s Defeat, and later, as the chief of scouts for Anthony Wayne’s Fallen 
Timbers campaign. This paper will explore a firsthand sketch and history of his 
personal tomahawk, a significant material relic of the Revolutionary Era bor-
derlands and how it was remembered well after the fighting ceased. John 
William Nelson is Associate Professor of early American history at Texas Tech 
University, and is the author of the award-winning book Muddy Ground: Na-
tive Peoples, Chicago’s Portage, and the Transformation of a Continent. 

2027 Conferences 

Thirty-First Annual  
War College of the Seven Years’ War 

Friday-Sunday, May 21-23, 2027 

Continental Conflict:  
A Critical Appraisal of the 1777 Saratoga Campaign 

Friday-Sunday, June 18-20, 2027 

Twenty-Second Annual Fort Ticonderoga 
Seminar on the American Revolution 

Friday-Sunday, September 24-26, 2027 



 

 

Virtual Registration Fees   
Early Bird Registration (by November 30, 
2026) 
❑ Member, $70 

❑ General Public, $80 

❑ Patron, $250 

Registration (after November 30, 2026) 
❑ Member, $85 

❑ General Public, $95 

❑ Patron, $250 

 

 

Membership 
❑ I am a member of Fort 

Ticonderoga 

❑ I would like to become a member 
or renew my membership at the 
level designated below: 
❑ Corporal (individual) $75 

❑ Sergeant (dual) $100 

❑ Ensign (family) $140  

❑ Lieutenant $200 
❑ Captain, $250  

❑ Major, $500 

❑ Colonel, $1,000 

❑ Commemorative, $1,776 

2027 MATERIAL MATTERS REGISTRATION FORM 
Save a stamp and register online at:  

https://fortticonderoga.org/ft_events/virtual-material-
matters-its-in-the-details-3/ 

Registration Information 
Please use one form per person. Make photocopies or print out additional 
forms from the Fort Ticonderoga website for additional registrants. 

Name 

Address 

 
 
Phone 

Email address 

To use a credit card, please register online or call (518) 585-2821. 

Cancellation Policy 

All cancellations must be received by January 8, 2027. Registration fees 
will be refunded, less a $15 processing charge. Refunds will be 
processed after the Seminar. There is a $10 processing charge to 
transfer registrations to another person.  



Participating Online 

This conference is only available online streaming through Zoom 
Webinars. A laptop, tablet, or smartphone is required to participate in the 
conference. 

Participants will receive a Zoom link three days before the conference (a 
reminder link will be sent the morning of the conference as well). You 
must be registered by 5:00pm ET January 20th to participate, but earlier 
registration is greatly appreciated. 

Participants are invited to ask questions of each presenter using the 
“Q&A” button in Zoom. 

When registering, it’s easy to 
become a member or renew 
your current membership!  
Members receive: free 
admission to Fort Ticonderoga 
for 12 months, 10% discount in 
the Museum Store, a 
subscription to The Haversack 
newsletter, free admission to 
dozens of virtual events, 
discounts for seminars and 
conferences, and invitations to 
special events.  

 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
Corporal (individual)  $70 
Sergeant (dual)  $90 
Ensign (family)  $135 
Lieutenant  $180 
Captain  $250 
Major  $500 
Colonel  $1,000 
Commemorative $1,776 

 

Become a Member of Fort Ticonderoga 

Fort Ticonderoga is an independent not-for-profit educational 
institution and museum open to the public since 1909 and 
serves its mission to preserve, educate, and provoke an active 
discussion about the past and its importance to present and 
future generations. We foster an on-going dialogue 
surrounding citizens, soldiers, and nations through America’s 
military heritage. © The Fort Ticonderoga Association. 2026 
5ll Rights Reserved. 



Upcoming 2026-2027Programs  
Fort Ticonderoga  

Center for Digital History 

These programs are offered through Zoom webinars and are free for 
members. For details and to register for programs, visit: 

www.fortticonderoga.org/ft_events/?_sft_ft-event-category+lectures-
seminars-and-workshops  

Fort Ticonderoga Author Series Sundays at 2:00pm ET 
The Fort Ticonderoga Author Series features presentations by authors of books related 
to Fort Ticonderoga’s history. 

2026 

October 18 Benjamin L. Carp, The Great New York Fire of 1776: A 
Lost Story of the American Revolution 

November 8 Steven Bier, Facing Washington’s Crossing: The 
Hessians and the Battle of Trenton  

2027 

January 10 Eric Schnitzer, Don Troiani’s Campaign to Saratoga—
1777 

February 7 Steven Elliott, Surviving the Winters: Housing 
Washington’s Army during the American Revolution 

March 7 Mary Stockwell, Unlikely General: “Mad” Anthony 
Wayne and the Battle for America 

April 11 Derek Baxter, The Forgotten World War: Exploring the 
Secret History of the American Revolution, from Spain to 
India and Back Again 

June 13 Paul Staiti, The Killing of Jane McCrea: An American 
Tragedy on the American Frontier 

July 25 Phil Holland, The Battle of Bennington and the 
Bennington Monument 

August 8 Michael Gabriel, The Battle of Bennington: Soldiers & 
Civilians 

October 24 Michael C. Harris, The Revolutionary War: The 

Philadelphia Campaign, 1777 


