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On January 8, 1776 the Continental Congress promoted New York Artillery Captain John 
Lamb to Major, commanding the Artillery of the Northern Department. Ironically, news of 
his capture in the failed assault on Quebec City reached the Congress nine days later. 
Responding to the need for artillerymen in the Northern Army, Congress requested that 
Pennsylvania send an artillery company. The Pennsylvania Committee of Safety agreed 
that, “a Company of Matrosses to be immediately raised in the province for the service of 
Canada.” They placed this company under Captain Bernard Romans, a veteran of the 1775 
Connecticut expedition to capture Fort Ticonderoga. His company reached Lake George 
on their march north by April 26, 1776, but immediately ran into trouble. On May 3, 1776 
General Phillip Schuyler wrote to Washington from Fort George, “Besides Several 
deserters which we have in Custody Capt[ain] Romans and Some of his men are expected 
here against whom heavy and numerous Complaints by the Inhabitants are lodged, and I 
fear too well founded.” Captain Romans was eventually acquitted of these charges in a July 
court of inquiry. In contrast with other Pennsylvania troops, including Captain Thomas 
Proctor’s Artillery Company, very little information survives about Roman’s Company of 
Matrosses. A deserter in the August 12, 1777 Pennsylvania Evening Post, wore, “a light 
cloth coat made in the frock fashion, leather breeches and white stockings.” 

Colonel Henry Knox ordered Captain Ebenezer 
Stevens to march for Canada with his company 
and Captain Stephen Badlam’s Company on 
March 28, 1776. Colonel Knox ordered Stevens 
to march through New Hampshire and along 
the military road from Fort Number 4 over the 
Green Mountains to Crown Point. Captain 
Stevens had to transport his own small train of 
artillery through the mountains in mud. Knox 
allowed him to get whatever teams of horses 
and oxen he needed along the way, as, “It is a 
matter of great importance that the mortars, 
shells, &c˙, which you have in charge, should 
reach the Camp before Quebeck.” Captain 
Stevens reached Three Rivers on May 8, 1776, 
joining the retreat of the Northern Army that 
reached Ticonderoga in July.
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On February 24, 1776, Captain Stevens reminded Colonel Knox that he needed to decide 
upon, “the Regimental Uniform for the Regiment under Your Command,” and Stevens’ own 
men needed to draw clothing. The day after the British evacuated Boston, Henry Knox issued 
orders for the regimental uniform. Captain Steven Badlam’s Orderly Book recorded Knox’s 
uniform on March 18, 1776.

The Uniform of the Regt of Artillery as 
follows} The Coats Blue turn’d up red 
with white Linings The Skirts so as to 
Hook Back the Coat to Come as low 
as the upper Three Button of the 
Breeches, Lappels and Cape Two 
Inch Wide—White Waistcoats and 
Breeches White Stockings and half 
Gaitors The Field Officers Two 
Epaulets the Captains and Captain 
Lieut one on the Right Shoulder the 
Lieut one of the Left Shoulder.

An undated 1776, “Articles of 
clothing furnished the public to 
abovesaid soldier,” in the Henry Knox 
papers estimated the costs for 
equipping an artillery soldier.

1 hat 2. 6.
Coat & breeches 1. 5 –
Shirt and roller 3. 8
Pair of hose  1. 2
Shoes  3. 6
Making waistcoat 1.
Total   1.16.10
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This estimate also included a full shilling to transport each set of clothing to the soldiers. All 
indications are that Captain Stevens’ and Badlam’s companies received this. The clothing of 
individual companies began before they departed their encampments surrounding Boston. A 
pay receipt for Captain Thomas Foster’s Company, included a, “stoppage account[ing] for 
Cloathing 33 non Commissioned officers & Privates for Feb. 7,” and a second deduction in 
pay for 33 soldiers in March. Further Captain Stephen Badlam settled his accounts with 
Quartermaster General James Mifflin in 1777, paying for the clothing his company received in 
1776. However, much of the clothing of Knox’s Artillery regiment occurred in New York City, 
after they departed Boston. A July 25, 1776 receipt from New York City merchant John 
Marston, “Received of Colonel Henry Knox nineteen hundred dollars equal to five hundred 
and seventy pounds,” to pay for nine companies of clothing, excepting, “Capt Badlams & 
Stevens… on Command at Canada …” 
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In New York City, Colonel Knox worked to quickly make regimental coats of good quality. A 
May 21, 1776 receipt from tailor David Schuyler, requested payment, “Of Artillery Fifty yds of 
blue Broad Cloath, Forty five yds of white Swanskin and eleven ¾ of Red Sharge and thread to 
be made into Regt Coats like the pattern I have rec’d at nine shilling Currency pr Coat the work 
to be well done.” Taylor Walter Keyer contracted for, “Seventy four yards and a half of Blue 
Broad Cloath and Sevent two yds of white swanskin and Eighteen yd of Red Cloath & thread to 
be made into Regt Coats Like the pattern I have received at shillings pr coat the work to be well 
done…” on May 20, 1776. Many of these coats had functional lapels and other details. A June 
8, 1776 Tailor’s Bill to John Wylley listed the costs for individual soldiers coats including. 

To making a coat w. pockits for Jonnah Haws…

Silk & twist…

Do. Do. Do for Samuel Matthews…

To two vests & one pair of Breeches & buttons..

Silk & twist…

A “Return of Cloathing Drawn before the first of Jan 77…” for Captain Thomas Foster’s 
company accounted for cloth, tailor’s trimmings, and readymade clothing. This clothing 
included a total of 8 pairs of leather breeches, 20 pairs of shoes, 30, “Pairs of milled Hose,” and 
1 dozen, “milled gloves.” This list also included 2 pieces of linen, likely for shirts and rollers. 
The hats for Knox’s Artillery regiment were proper military cocked hats, bound like their British 
contemporaries.  New York City tailor David Schuyler signed a May 1776, “Appraizment of the 
Following Cloathing by three Taylors,” including, “9 Hats With Cockades @8/ Without Lace,” 
followed by, “Lace for each Hat,” equaling the value of the hats.

Captain Stevens’ company marched for Canada fully equipped with arms. On March 16, 1776, 
Stevens applied to Henry Knox, “As My men are furnished with small Arms I should be Glad to 
have the Privlidge of Drawing 4 Carbines for the officers.” Their assortment of arms and 
accoutrements likely matched their contemporaries among Massachusetts soldiers. Companies 
of Knox Artillery regiment received blankets before marching northward or to New York City. 
Accounting for Captain Thomas Foster’s Company on June 26, 1776, included January 
expenditures, “To Blanketting for 38 Non Comm’d Officers & Mattrosses @ 12p” and then the 
new recruits joined the company in January.

Shirts

Best: Hand-stitched white linen shirts, with narrow band cuffs made for sleeve-buttons (cuff
links).

Acceptable: Machine-stitched checked, striped, or white linen or wool flannel shirts with thread
Dorset buttons.

Unacceptable: Cotton calico or plaid shirts.
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Socks and Stockings

Best: White worsted stockings.

Acceptable: White or grey, stockings or socks of wool

yarn, worsted, linen, or cotton.

Unacceptable: Red, yellow, or polyester stockings.

Hats and Caps

Best: Hand-finished, round-blocked, cocked hat with black horsehair cockade, bound with 
yellow worsted tape.

Acceptable: Cocked hat with, black horsehair cockade, bound in yellow worsted tape with minor 
visible machine stitching. Knit-wool Monmouth or Dutch mutt caps, oval-blocked hats made of 
black felt in cocked or round styles.

Unacceptable: Slouch hats from unfinished blanks, grey or brown wool felt hats, cut down felt 
caps, straw hats, fur caps.

Shoes

Best: Hand-finished, short or long quartered shoes with round toes, made of black-waxed calf 
leather, fitted for buckles. 

Acceptable: Machine made, black leather, shoes with buckles or ties, high-lows. Moccasins.

Unacceptable: Modern Footwear, modern moccasins, civil war bootees, or riding boots (except 
for field officers).

Neckwear

Best: Hand-stitched white linen rollers, well-tied 
around the neck.

Acceptable: Machine-hemmed cotton neckerchiefs or 
linen rollers.

Unacceptable: Military horsehair or leather neck 
stocks.
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Jackets and Waistcoats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit waistcoats of white
cloth, serge, or similar woolen, skirted, with 
pocket flaps and small flat brass or fabric 
covered buttons. 

Acceptable: Well-fit, similar waistcoats of white
wool with minor visible machine stitching. 

Unacceptable: British regimental waistcoats,
cotton canvas, upholstery fabric waistcoats, 
extremely long or baggy waistcoats.

Breeches 

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit wool cloth, serge, or
similar woolen breeches, with buckled knee 
bands, small flat brass or covered buttons. 
Hand-finished, well-fit leather breeches.

Acceptable: Well-fit breeches of white wool
minor visible machine stitching.

Unacceptable: British regimental breeches,
trousers, baggy breeches.

Leg wear

Best: Well-fit, hand-finished half-gaiters black painted linen.

Acceptable: Well-fit half-gaiters of black wool minor machine finishing.

Unacceptable: Indian leggings, tall military gaiters, baggy half-gaiters.
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Coats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit Knox Artillery Regimental coat in blue cloth, with narrow 
functional red cloth or red serge lapels, cape and cuffs, white serge or swanskin lining, & flat 
brass buttons. Coat should be cut long enough to reach the bottom breeches button, with 
functional turn backs.

Acceptable: Well-fit, broadcloth coats, short coats, and sailor’s jackets of wool, linen, or 
linsey-woolsey in drab, brown, green, red, or blue, with minor visible machine stitching. 

Unacceptable: Hunting shirts, smocks, or over-shirts, coats and jackets made of cotton 
canvas or damask upholstery fabric.
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Cartridge Pouches

Best: New England style soft cartridge boxes of black or fair leather with approximately 19
round cartridge blocks, narrow black or buff leather straps, or linen webbing shoulder straps.

Acceptable: Small, simple leather shot pouches with narrow leather shoulder straps, or belt
loops.

Discouraged: Belly boxes or shoulder converted belly boxes.

Unacceptable: British 36 or 29-hole cartridge pouches, New Model American pouches.

Powder Horns

Best: Plain, empty, powder horns with a narrow hemp cord or leather strap.

Acceptable: No powder horn to go with a cartridge pouch.

Unacceptable: Native styled powder horns, or black powder filled horns.

Arms

Best: Old pattern British, commercially made, or
American-made muskets, New England style 
fowling pieces, either plain or modified for a 
bayonet. Narrow black leather sling.

Acceptable: Old pattern Dutch or French,
muskets. British short land pattern muskets.

Unacceptable:  Virginia or Pennsylvania styled
long rifles, later French model muskets.

Side Arms

Best: Bayonet fitted to the firelock, carried in a
narrow leather shoulder belt. 

Acceptable: Waist or shoulder belt mounted
hunting sword, or cutlass. None or small axe 
carried in a knapsack.

Discouraged: Sheathed tomahawks, belt axes,
carried in a belt.

Unacceptable: Horse pistols, naval pistols,
unsheathed bayonets, tomahawks, or belt axes.



Canteens

Best: Wooden cheesebox canteens, carried on a narrow hemp cord.

Acceptable: Wooden staved canteens with narrow leather or webbing straps.

Unacceptable: British tinned-iron canteens, or anything else.

Knapsacks 

Best:  Plain single envelope knapsack, with a hemp, or leather tumpline.

Acceptable: Painted canvas knapsacks, simple calfskin knapsacks, blanket rolls.

Unacceptable: British painted or goatskin knapsacks.

Blankets

Best: 2-3 Point Checked, Dutch, or Rose blankets. 

Acceptable: Plain white or Hudson Bay blankets. 

Unacceptable: Civil War grey blankets.
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