
Fleet & Fortification: The Science of Defense
New Jersey Continental Soldiers Guidelines 

Two New Jersey regiments were part of the Northern Army that retreated to Ticonderoga in July 
1776. Colonel William Maxwell’s 2nd New Jersey Regiment reached the Siege of Quebec City, 
by March, 1776. Colonel William Winds commanded the 1st New Jersey Regiment by May, 
when it reached the Northern Army in Canada.  The Colony of New Jersey raised both of these 
regiments following Continental Congress Resolutions on October 8, 1775. Each soldier was 
supposed to receive annually a suit of clothes or twenty dollars to provide a suit of clothes. These 
regiments were initially intended for New York City but reports of the situation in the North 
arrived as they were raising through the end of 1775. Congress ordered the 2nd New Jersey 
Regiment to march for Canada on January 8, 1776, authorizing extra equipment for service in 
Canada the next day.  The Congress ordered that Colonel Maxwell’s 2nd New Jersey Regiment 
was supposed to receive.

688 Haversacks.
688 Cartouch-Boxes and Cross-Belts.
688 Tomahawks.
64 Pitching Axes.
9 Baggage Waggons.

In practice, this list of items was more extensive, 
matching similar orders for the supply of the 1st 
Pennsylvania Battalion. Captain Joseph Brearly of 
the 2nd New Jersey Regiment wrote directly to 
George Washington on December 20, 1776 
complaining about charges for the cost of goods 
for service in Canada. Captain Brearly, listed, 
“Cartouch Boxes, Cross Belts, Tomhawks, 
Haversacks, Priming Wires & Brushes, Canteens, 
Gunslings, Camp Kettles & Canada Caps—the men 
have been taught to believe that they would not 
have to Pay for those things enumerated—Genl 
Gates while at Ticonderoga gave them assurances 
that they would not…” 

On January 2, 1776 the Continental Congress 
ordered New Jersey Commissary Thomas Lowrey 
to supply the New Jersey battalions with 
stockings. The Continental Congress also ordered 
New York to provide, “hundred stand of arms…for 
the New Jersey battalions,” and authorized 1,000 
dollars to buy arms for the New Jersey battalions 
with the cost deducted from soldiers’ wages. 
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Colonel William Maxwell wrote to the Continental Congress about the challenge of equipping 
his regiment to march to Canada on January 25, 1776. He said his regiment still lacked, “about 
two hundred and eight stands of arms, four hundred and five bayonets, and a great many 
arms wand repairing; we have them at smiths we cannot get an exact return. They have got 
their hats, shoes, and stockings, I believe, in general, but they want much warmer clothing to 
go into Canada than if they stayed here. There are a good many cartouche-boxes and cross-
belts, some haversacks, and frocks here…Articles necessary, that I have not seen any of, viz: 
Axes, tomahawks, camp-kettles, canteens, moccasins, caps &c.”

Colonel Maxwell managed to get some hunting shirts authorized as a bounty by the 
Continental Congress on October 12, 1775. In his January 25, 1776 letter to the Congress 
Maxwell continued, “We have many frocks made, but nothing like half enough for the 
regiment. They might be taken for a Southern regiment.” In response the Continental 
Congress Resolved an additional 4,000 dollars to purchase arms. The Continental Congress 
appointed a two-man committee to investigate the equipping Colonel Maxwell’s Regiment. 
On January 31, 1776, the committee reported and the Congress resolved additional support.  

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Lowry, commissary for the 
battalion in New Jersey, be directed to procure all 
necessaries, except arms, for Colonel Maxwell’s 
regiment immediately; and that the cost of the 
clothing and other articles absolutely essential, which 
the non-commission officers and privates are to pay 
for, be by the said commissary procured forthwith, the 
cost thereof to be deducted out of the pay of the said 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers; and that the 
convention or committee of safety of New Jersey, do 
get the arms, already ordered, with all possible 
expedition, and afford Mr. Lowry all assistance in the 
execution of the above:
That the company in the said regiment which is 
nearest to being furnished, to be supplied with any 
arms and necessaries in said battalion and marched 
off for Canada, and that the other companies be 
furnished and marched as soon as possible.

With delays in getting clothing and equipment to New Jersey soldiers, elements of their civilian 
clothing continued into their service. The New York Journal advertised on December 21, 1775 
two deserters from the 1st New Jersey Regiment wearing, “a brown coat and waistcoat and 
leather breeches,” and one in a, “short whitish coat, reddish brown waistcoat and leather 
breeches.” By the time the 1st and 2nd New Jersey regiments retreated to Ticonderoga, a large 
portion, if not the entirety of their soldiers had the distinctive blue coats faced in red worn for 
generations of New Jersey soldiers. General Orders at Ticonderoga on August 21, 1776 
admonished General Arthur St. Clair’s Brigade for marauding, “There are more villains that wear 
blue, than those suspected in the Jersey Regiment.” Soldiers in the new 2nd New Jersey 
Regiment of 1777 continued to wear this uniform into the next year. Three deserters in a 
February 12, 1777 Pennsylvania Gazette advertisement wore their regimental uniform, “a blue 
regimental coat turned up with red,” as well as leather breeches.
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Shirts
Best: Hand-stitched checked, striped, or white linen or wool flannel shirts, with narrow band 
cuffs made for sleeve-buttons (cuff links).

Acceptable: Machine stitched checked, striped, or white linen or wool flannel shirts with 
thread Dorset buttons.

Unacceptable: Cotton calico or plaid shirts.

Neckwear

Best: Silk, linen, or cotton neckerchiefs; linen neck stocks, or linen rollers, well-tied around the 
neck.

Acceptable: Machine hemmed neckerchiefs or linen rollers. 

Unacceptable: Military horsehair or leather neck stocks.

Socks and Stockings

Best: White or grey wool yarn or worsted stockings.

Acceptable: White, grey, black, brown, blue, or green stockings or socks of wool yarn, 
worsted, linen or cotton.

Unacceptable: Red, yellow, or polyester stockings.

Hats and Caps

Best: Hand-finished, round-blocked American military 
cocked hat, bound in white, with a New Jersey button, 
cockade and loop.

Acceptable: Hand-finished, fur trimmed Canadian caps. 
Hand-finished, round-blocked, civilian cocked hats and 
round hats made of black wool or beaver felt. Knit-wool 
Monmouth or Dutch mutt caps, oval-blocked hats made of 
black felt in cocked or round styles.

Unacceptable: Slouch hats from unfinished blanks, grey or 
brown wool felt hats, cut down felt caps, straw hats.
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Colonel Elias Dayton’s 3rd New Jersey Regiment also joined the Northern Army but received 
orders to guard posts in the Mohawk River Valley. This regiment returned to Ticonderoga in 
November 1776.
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Shoes

Best: Hand-finished, short or long quartered shoes with round toes, made of black-waxed calf 
leather, fitted for buckles. Moccasins.

Acceptable: Machine made, black leather, shoes with buckles or ties. Shoe boots, half-boots 
high-lows of black waxed-calf.

Unacceptable: Modern Footwear, modern moccasins, civil war bootees, or riding 
boots(except for field officers).

Coats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit Regimental coat, of blue 
cloth, with red cuffs, lapels, and collar, lined in red, cut 
short, with New Jersey buttons. 

Acceptable: Hand-finished osnaburg linen hunting 
shirt, well-fit regimental coat, of blue cloth, with red 
cuffs, lapels, and collar, lined in red, cut short, with 
New Jersey buttons, with minor visible machine 
stitching. Coats or short coats of wool, linen, or linsey-
woolsey in drab, brown, green, red, or blue, with 
minor visible machine stitching. 

Unacceptable: Smocks, or over-shirts, coats and 
jackets made of cotton canvas or damask upholstery 
fabric.

Jackets and Waistcoats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit waistcoats of drab, brown, white, green, red or blue broadcloth, 
kersey, or serge, made single or double breasted, skirted or square cut, with or without 
sleeves. 

Acceptable: Well-fit, waistcoats of linen, linsey-woolsey, cotton, cotton velvet, wool plush or 
silk, in solid colors or simple patterns, made single or double breasted, skirted or square 
cut with minor visible machine stitching. 

Unacceptable: Regimental waistcoats, cotton canvas, upholstery fabric waistcoats, 
extremely long or baggy waistcoats.
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Breeches and Trousers

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit leather breeches. 

Acceptable: Well-fit leather breeches or breeches in 
black, brown, drab, kersey, linsey-woolsey, serge, 
cotton velvet, wool plush, broadcloth with buckled 
knee bands, with minor visible machine stitching.

Discouraged: Trousers of wool kersey, checked or 
striped linen or hemp canvas with minor visible 
machine stitching.

Unacceptable: Regimental breeches, fringed trousers, 
baggy breeches.

Leg wear

Best: Just stockings. 

Acceptable: Well-fit half-gaiters of black, brown, or 
drab wool minor machine finishing.

Unacceptable: Wool leggings. Indian leggings, 
Military gaiters, baggy half-gaiters.

Cartridge Boxes

Best: Mid-Atlantic style soft cartridge boxes black or fair leather with approximately 21 round 
cartridge blocks, narrow black or white-painted leather straps, or linen webbing shoulder 
straps. Wisk & pick attached.

Acceptable: Similar American style of cartridge box with shoulder belt.

Discouraged: Belly boxes or shoulder converted belly boxes.

Unacceptable: British 36 or 29-hole cartridge pouches, New Model American pouches.

Powder Horns

Best: No powder horn to go with a cartridge pouch. 

Acceptable: Plain, empty, powder horns with a narrow hemp cord or leather strap.

Unacceptable: Native styled powder horns, or black powder filled horns.
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Canteens

Best: Wooden staved canteen, carried on a narrow 
hemp cord or leather strap.

Acceptable: Wooden cheesebox canteens, narrow 
webbing straps.

Discouraged: British tinned-iron canteens.

Unacceptable: Anything else.

Haversacks

Best: Plain single envelope osnaburg or other coarse 
natural linen haversack, with a strap made of the 
same.

Discouraged: British Army haversacks.

Unacceptable: Anything else.
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Arms

Best: Old pattern British, commercially made, or American-made muskets, English-style fowling 
pieces, either plain or modified for a bayonet.

Acceptable: Old pattern Dutch or French, muskets. British short land pattern muskets.

Unacceptable:  Virginia or Pennsylvania styled long rifles, later French model muskets.

Side Arms

Best: White or grey wool yarn or worsted stockings with back seams, ending above the knee. 
Stockings should be held up with leather or cloth tape garters tied above or below the knee. 

Acceptable: White, natural, or colored stockings of wool yarn, worsted, linen or cotton. 

Unacceptable: Striped stockings, polyester stockings, athletic socks, modern tights. Though 
stockings with decorative “clocks” were occasionally worn in the period, few modern 
reproductions are accurate. 
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Knapsacks

Best: Plain single envelope linen knapsack.

Acceptable: Painted canvas knapsacks, simple calfskin knapsacks.

Unacceptable: British painted or goatskin knapsacks.

Blankets

Best: 2-3 Point Checked, Dutch, or Rose blankets.

Acceptable: Plain white or Hudson Bay blankets.

Unacceptable: Civil War grey blankets.
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