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New England Continental regiments formed the largest part of the Northern Continental Army 
that embarked from Crown Point, following the July 7, 1776 Council of War. The Continental 
Congress requested three regiments on January 8, 1776 from New Hampshire, Connecticut, & 
Massachusetts. These regiments were in addition to those colonies’ commitment of numbered 
Continental Regiments established for that year. The Congress specifically intended these three 
regiments to reinforce the army in Canada as soon as possible. Officers received their 
commissions and began recruiting by the end of January, frequently re-enlisting soldiers who 
served in 1775 in the Northern Army.

Colonel Charles Burrell’s Connecticut Continental Regiment 
Colonel Elisha Porter’s Massachusetts Continental Regiment 
Colonel Timothy Bedel’s New Hampshire Continental Regiment 

The officers of these rapidly raised regiments simply paid soldiers cash bounties for their 
clothing. This is reflected in the dress of numerous deserters from these regiments. According 
to a March 18, 1776 Connecticut Courant advertisement, Thomas Stillwell deserted wearing, “a 
brown surtout coat, blue duffil trowsers…” While marching northward to Ticonderoga, two 
deserters departed Burrell’s Regiment at Albany as advertised in the May 6, 1776 Connecticut 
Courant.
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Albany, April 2, 1776.
Deserted from my company, in Col. 
Burrell’s regiment, at Albany, on the 
evening of the 31st of March ult. two 
Irishmen, John Hawley and John 
Fitzgerald, both of them considerable 
of their native brogue, they are each 
about five feet and half high; Hawley 
is about 40 years old, of a redish 
complexion, black short hair, with a  
small mixture of grey; had on when 
he deserted, a blue bearskin surtout, 
striped woollen jacket, black 
breeches and a new felt hat; 
Fitzgerald is about 24 years old, has a 
light complexion, black short hair; 
had on a brown homespun coat, with 
large plated buttons, old cloth 
breeches and a newish felt hat.  
Oliver Parmelee, Captain.
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Skenesborough, May 5, 1776.
Deserted from Capt. Enoch Chapin’s company and Col. Porter’s regiment, John 
Picket, about five feet ten inches high, well set, pitted with the small pox; had 
on when he went away, a red coat, blue vest, and ribbed breeches; also, John 
Smith, five feet six inches high, thick set, something pitted with the small pox; 
had on a blue sailor’s vest and blue breeches,  both of them Irishmen; also 
Caleb Fitch, born in Colchester, in Connecticut, about five feet eight inches 
high; had on a brown coat and vest, a pair of leather breeches;

Lieutenant Benjamin Whitcomb of Colonel Bedel’s Regiment wore, “a kind of under Jacket 
without Sleeves, slash Pockets, leather Breeches, gray woolen or yarn Stockings, and Shoes,” 
according to a British description. These British General Orders from July 26, 1776 at Chambly 
continued, “Hat flapped, a gold Cord tied round it. He had a Firelock, Blanket, Pouch, and 
Powder Horn.” 

The British evacuation of Boston, following Washington’s successfully emplacement of artillery 
from Fort Ticonderoga on Dorchester Heights, freed up Continental Regiments to go 
northward to the army in Canada. They reached the mouth of the Richelieu River in successive 
waves following ice out on Lake Champlain. These units included all three of the Continental 
Regiments from New Hampshire.

Colonel James Reed’s 2nd Continental Regiment 
Colonel John Stark’s 5th Continental Regiment 
Colonel Enoch Poor’s 8th Continental Regiment

Four Continental Regiments from Massachusetts reached the Northern Continental Army 
before it retreated to Ticonderoga.

Colonel Joseph Read’s 12th Continental Regiment 
Colonel John Patterson’s 15th Continental Regiment 
Colonel John Greaton’s 24th Continental Regiment 
Colonel William Bond’s 25th Continental Regiment 

As the Continental Congress resolved to create a new Continental Army on November 5, 1775, 
they agreed to employ regimental coats for 1776.

That Clothing be provided for the new Army by the Continent and paid for by 
stoppages out of the soldiers wages…That as much as possible of the cloth for 
this purpose be dyed brown and the distinctions of the Regiments be made in 
the facings.
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Samuel Barden deserted from Captain Titus Watson’s Company of Burrell’s Regiment at 
Stillwater, New York on April 4 wearing, “an old green coat, old leather breeches, and an old 
felt hat, check silk handkerchief…” His description in the April 29, 1776 Connecticut Courant 
also noted that he, “took with him an old blanket coat.”

A pair of soldiers deserted from Colonel Elisha Porter’s Regiment at Skenesboro before 
embarking down Lake Champlain. An advertisement in the June 3, 1776, Connecticut 
Courant described their civilian attire.
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... and as uniformity and decency in 
dress, are essentially necessary in the 
appearance & regularity of the Army, 
his Excellency recommends it earnestly 
to the Officers to put themselves in a 
proper Uniform - The Field Officers of 
each of the new Corps, will set the 
example, by cloathing themselves in a 
Regimental of their respective Corps; 
and it is not doubted but the Captains 
& Subalterns will immediately follow 
the example: The General by no 
means recommends, or desires 
officers to run into costly or expensive 
Regimentals; no matter how plain or 
coarse, so they are but uniform in their 
colour, cut, and Fashion: The Officers 
belonging to those Regiments whose 
uniforms are not yet fix'd upon, had 
better delay making their Regimentals 
until they are.
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Through the winter and spring of 1776 these Continental Regiments attempted to comply 
with this broad mandate for regimental coats. A deserter from Colonel Reed’s 2nd 
Continental Regiment wore, “a blue coat faced with green.” according to a May 6, 1776 
advertisement in the New York Gazette. Captain Ebenezer Sullivan of Colonel Patterson’s 
15th Continental Regiment listed, “1 full Trimmed New Suit broad cloath and on B[road] 
Cloath Surtute…” among his uniforms lost in Canada at the Battle of Quinshein [Quinze-
Chênes], west of Montreal on May 20, 1776. Based on the tailor’s bill submitted with that list, 
the coat was a full-length blue superfine coat, with white facings, white shalloon lining, and 
gold epaulets. The waistcoat and breeches were white superfine cloth and the surtout coat 
was blue, with a velvet collar.  “An Inventory of Effects Left in Camp by Col. William Bond of 
25th Regiment late deceased,” from September 26, 1776, included, “One Regimental Coat,” 
valued at £3 6 shillings along with scarlet and brown coats of roughly half the value. 
Ticonderoga’s chief engineer, Lieutenant Colonel Jeduthan Baldwin, was also from 
Massachusetts. In his journal on July 16, 1776, Baldwin noted the theft of, “a Snuff colored 
Coat, turned up with white,” among a host of other clothing. This variety of regimental coats 
matched the spirit of Washington’s December 11, 1775, General Orders.

Despite Congress’ November Resolution and Washington’s  November 17, 1775 General 
Orders, “Colonels, or Commanding Officers of the new establish’d Regiments...to fix upon 
the Uniform of their respective Regiments, that the making the Cloathing may not be 
interrupted,” the delivery of regimental coats largely occurred after these Continental 
Regiments departed for the Northern Army and after their retreat to Ticonderoga.
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By the fall of 1775, many Massachusetts soldiers 
received the coats that the Massachusetts Provincial 
Congress resolved to make on July 5, 1775. Calling 
upon towns to lead the production of coats for their 
soldiers, the Massachusetts Provincial Congress 
agreed, “that each Coat be faced with the same kind 
of cloth of which it is made, that the Coats be made in 
the plain common way without lappels, short, and 
with small folds,” and have a paper label naming the 
town of production. The ambitious goal of providing 
coats for the 13,000 soldiers of the Massachusetts 
Grand Army dragged into the fall, even as terms of 
enlistment expired and recruiting for the 1776 
Continental Regiments began. Hugh Dobbin of  
Colonel Asa Whitcomb’s 6th Continental Regiment 
wore, “a light colour’d coat with number’d buttons 
and a large cloth colour’d great coat drawed out of 
the store,” when he deserted, according to the New-
England Chronicle on February 22, 1776. This 
advertisement described John Wright, who deserted 
this eastern Massachusetts regiment wearing, “a light 
coloured coat, in poor habit,” likely also a 
Massachusetts 1775 bounty coat. 

Deserted from Capt. Whitney’s company in Col. Greaton’s regiment, one 
Oliver Sullivan, about 22 or 23 years of age, light complexion, thin favour’d, 
and short hair; had on when he went away a buckskin pair of breeches, a 
brown surtout coat, and white yarn stockings…

Two soldiers deserted from the 15th Continental Regiment at Fort No. 4 in New Hampshire 
on March 2, 1776 while on their march to the Northern Continental Army. Their 
advertisement in the March 11, 1776 Boston Gazette, noted their light-coloured Surtouts.

Deserted from my Company in Col. John Patterson’s Regiment on 
the 2d inst. Benjamin Hills, of Hartford, about six feet two inches 
high, somewhat slim built: also William Stells, of Stockbridge, about 
five feet ten inches high, a stout built likely man, with dark hair, each 
of the above when they deserted wore light coloured Surtouts…

Civilian clothing, especially warm surtouts, or fitted overcoats, were very common among New 
England Continental Regiments coming from the siege lines surrounding Boston. An 
advertisement from the February 5, 1776 edition of the Boston Gazette, described Oliver 
Sullivan from the 24th Continental Regiment.
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Neckwear

Best: Silk, linen, or cotton neckerchiefs; linen
neck stocks, or linen rollers, well-tied around the 
neck.

Acceptable: Machine-hemmed neckerchiefs or
linen rollers.

Unacceptable: Military horsehair or leather neck
stocks.

Hats and Caps

Best: Hand-finished, round-blocked, civilian cocked hats and round hats made of black wool
orbeaver felt. 

Acceptable: Knit-wool Monmouth or Dutch mutt caps, oval-blocked hats made of black felt
incocked or round styles.

Unacceptable: Slouch hats from unfinished blanks, grey or brown wool felt hats, cut down
feltcaps, straw hats, fur caps.

Fleet & Fortification: The Science of Defense New England Continental Soldiers Guidelines 

Shirts

Best: Hand-stitched checked, striped, or white linen orwool flannel shirts, with narrow band
cuffs made for sleeve-buttons (cuff links).

Acceptable: Machine-stitched checked, striped, orwhite linen or wool flannel shirts with
thread Dorset buttons.

Unacceptable: Cotton calico or plaid shirts.

Socks and Stockings

Best: White or grey wool yarn or worsted stockings or socks, when worn with trousers.

Acceptable: White, grey, black, brown, blue, or green stockings or socks of wool yarn,
worsted, linen or cotton.

Unacceptable: Red, yellow, or polyester stockings.
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Jackets and Waistcoats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit waistcoats of
drab, brown, white, green, red or blue 
broadcloth, kersey, or serge, made single or 
double breasted, skirted or square cut, with 
or without sleeves. 

Acceptable: Well-fit, waistcoats of linen,
linsey-woolsey, cotton, cotton velvet, wool 
plush or silk, in solid colors or simple 
patterns, made single or double breasted, 
skirted or square cut with minor visible 
machine stitching. Sleeved waistcoats are 
acceptable as the primary outer garment.

Unacceptable: British regimental waistcoats,
cotton canvas, upholstery fabric waistcoats, 
extremely long or baggy waistcoats.
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Shoes

Best: Hand-finished, short or long quartered shoes with round toes, made of black-waxed 
calfleather, fitted for buckles. Shoe boots, half-boots high-lows, of black waxed-calf.

Acceptable: Machine-made, black leather, shoes with buckles or ties, high-lows. Moccasins.

Unacceptable: Modern Footwear, modern moccasins, civil war bootees, or riding boots
(exceptfor field officers).

Coats

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit surtouts or overcoats of brown, blue, drab, or similar colored 
broadcloth, lined or unlined.  Massachusetts 1775 Bounty Coats of brown-drab cloth with 
numbered buttons, single-breasted, unlined, and cut to short coat length.

Acceptable: Well-fit, broadcloth coats, short coats, and sailor’s jackets of wool, linen, or linsey-
woolsey in drab, brown, green, red, or blue, with minor visible machine stitching. Regimental 
coats appropriate to individual descriptions.

Unacceptable: Hunting shirts, smocks, or over-shirts, coats and jackets made of cotton canvas 
or damask upholstery fabric.
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Leg wear

Best: Just stockings. Well-fit, hand-finished half-gaiters of black, brown, or drab wool.

Acceptable: Well-fit half-gaiters of black, brown, or drab wool minor machine finishing.

Unacceptable: Indian leggings, military gaiters, baggy half-gaiters.
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Breeches and Trousers

Best: Hand-finished, well-fit leather breeches. Trousers of wool kersey, checked or striped
linen or hemp canvas. Breeches in black, brown, drab, kersey, linsey-woolsey, serge, cotton 
velvet, wool plush, broadcloth with buckled knee bands.

Acceptable: Well-fit breeches or trousers with minor visible machine stitching.

Unacceptable: British regimental breeches, fringed trousers, baggy breeches.

Cartridge Pouches

Best: New England style soft cartridge boxes
of black or fair leather with approximately 19 
round cartridge blocks, narrow black or buff 
leather straps, or linen webbing shoulder 
straps.

Acceptable: Small, simple leather shot
pouches with narrow leather shoulder straps, 
or belt loops.

Discouraged: Belly boxes or shoulder
converted belly boxes.

Unacceptable: British 36 or 29-hole cartridge
pouches, New Model American pouches.

Powder Horns

Best: Plain, empty, powder horns with a narrow hemp cord or leather strap.

Acceptable: No powder horn.

Unacceptable: Native styled powder horns, or black powder filled horns.



Side Arms

Best: Bayonet fitted to the firelock, carried in a narrow leather or webbing shoulder belt.

Acceptable: Waist or shoulder belt mounted hunting sword, or cutlass. None or a small axe
carried in a knapsack.

Discouraged: Sheathed tomahawks, belt axes, carried in a belt.

Unacceptable: Horse pistols, naval pistols, unsheathed bayonets, tomahawks, or belt axes.
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Arms

Best: Old pattern British, commercially made, or American-made muskets, New England
style fowling pieces, either plain or modified for a bayonet.

Acceptable: Old pattern Dutch or French, muskets. British short land pattern muskets.

Unacceptable:  Virginia or Pennsylvania styled long rifles, later French model muskets.

Canteens

Best: Wooden cheesebox canteens, carried on a narrow hemp cord.

Acceptable: Wooden staved canteens, narrow leather or webbing straps.

Unacceptable: British tinned-iron canteens, or anything else.

Knapsacks 

Best:  Plain single envelope knapsack, with a
hemp, or leather tumpline.

Acceptable: Painted canvas knapsacks, simple
calfskin knapsacks, blanket rolls.

Unacceptable: British painted or goatskin
knapsacks.

Blankets

Best: 2-3 Point Checked, Dutch, or Rose blankets.

Acceptable: Plain white or Hudson Bay blankets.

Unacceptable: Civil War grey blankets.
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