
 
Homeschool Day at Fort Ticonderoga 

Friday, September 4, 2026 | 9:30am-5pm 

10:15 a.m. 1:15 p.m. & 3:00 p.m. Key to the Continent Guided Tour (Begins at Large American Flag) 
Discover the incredible story of Ticonderoga and the great experiences we offer. Learn about the iconic battles of 
Carillon & Ticonderoga within the French & Indian War and the Revolutionary War. Explore groundbreaking preservation 
and reconstruction efforts that allow Fort Ticonderoga to bring to life its heroic tales today and for generations to come! 

10:30 a.m. Carillon Boat Cruise (Carillon Boat Dock near King’s Garden) 
During this 75-minute narrated boat cruise on Lake Champlain, panoramic mountain vistas surround you while sonar 
readings present unforgettable images of shipwrecks. 

 
Reservations are required. Visit the tent outside of the Log House Welcome Center at least 15 minutes before the cruise 

to purchase tickets. *Additional fee required. Additional cruises are offered at 1:00pm and 3:30pm by reserving in the 
Log House Welcome Center at least 15 minutes before the cruise. Tickets are sold on a first-served basis. 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Soldiers’ Dinner (Parade Ground of Fort Ticonderoga) 
In 1776, Continental Army soldiers were keenly aware of their army’s official ration, their daily and weekly allotment of 
food. Discover the challenges of delivering the full legal obligation for food that the Continental Congress pledged before 
declaring Independence. See how American soldiers cleverly cooked what they received, to defend the new nation at 
Ticonderoga. 

11:00 a.m. Musket Demonstration (Demonstration Area) 
Explore the workings of the different flintlock weapons carried by Continental Army soldiers in 1776. Thrill at the power 
and spectacle of 18th-century weapons and discover the technology and tactics utilized by Americans at Ticonderoga as 
they fought for rights and independence. 

 
11:30 a.m. Guided Tour of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum (Begins on Parade Ground) 
More than a century of collecting has allowed Fort Ticonderoga to acquire North America’s largest and most important 
collection of 18th-century military material culture. This guided tour will give you the scoop on the most significant, rare, 
and interesting pieces in the collection. 

 
11:45 a.m. Breaking Ground: A Guided Tour of the Historic Gardens (Begins in King’s Garden) 
From military garrison gardens to a Colonial Revival Garden, explore one of the oldest cultivated landscapes in America. 
Discover the layers of horticultural history of the Ticonderoga peninsula. 

 
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Heroic Corn Maze (Near King’s Garden) 
Explore an entirely new 2026 Maze across six acres, built around six stories of heroism and epic journeys from the 
American Revolution, from covert scouting missions to Montreal to the Noble Train of Artillery to Boston. Answer clues 
drawn from famous figures in Fort Ticonderoga’s story as you find your way through! The Heroic Corn Maze is a USA 
TODAY 10Best Readers' Choice Nominee for Best Corn Maze in America! Scan the QR code at the corn maze hut or visit 
10best.usatoday.com.to vote for Fort Ticonderoga, you can vote until September 7!  

12:30 p.m. & 1:15 p.m. Bateau Row (Boat House near King’s Garden) 
This homeschool family exclusive opportunity provides a new perspective of the Ticonderoga peninsula as you row 
across Lake Champlain in our reproduction Revolutionary War bateau (a flat-bottomed boat). 

Reservations are required. For ages 9 and up. Visit the tent outside of the Log House Welcome Center at least 15 

minutes before the row to purchase tickets. *Additional fee required. 

https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/heroic-corn-maze-fort-ticonderoga-ticonderoga-new-york/


1:15 p.m. Key to the Continent Guided Tour See 10:15 a.m. description. 

2:00 p.m. Cannon Demonstration (Demonstration Area) 
Cannons were at the heart of Fort Ticonderoga’s story in 1776, with its big guns liberating Boston and defending the 
new nation. Examine how the Continental Army mounted old French and British guns within a host of new American 
fortifications. Discover the struggle and triumph as Continental Army soldiers held the line for Liberty in 1776. 

 
Soldiers’ Gardening 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. (King’s Garden) 

After decades of careful tending by British soldiers, Americans captured the King’s Garden of Ticonderoga. Discover 

how Americans continued to cultivate and use the extensive soldiers’ vegetable gardens to help nurse sick soldiers 

back to health, so they could man their posts in the fight for independence in 1776. 

2:30 p.m. Guided Tour of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum See 11:30 a.m. description. 

2:45 p.m. Breaking Ground: A Guided Tour of the Historic Gardens See 11:45 a.m. description. 

3:00 p.m. Key to the Continent Guided Tour See 10:15 a.m. description. 

4:00 p.m. Mount Defiance Witness to History Guided Tour (Atop Mount Defiance) 
This graceful mountain overlooking Fort Ticonderoga played a pivotal role during the French & Indian War. Discover 
the legacy of Mount Defiance by 1776 and its exciting chapters in the Revolutionary War. View the landscapes that 
shaped the history of our nation. Mount Defiance is located at 72 Defiance Street. The token you received upon arrival 
allows you access to drive up the mountain, otherwise you are welcome to walk up. 

 

Ongoing Throughout the Day 

Search for Liberty Scavenger Hunt (Begins at Tent Across from American Flag) 
Make the most of your Homeschool Day with Search for Liberty, an engaging Student Scavenger Hunt! Explore Fort 
Ticonderoga’s exhibits and talk with our living history staff to find the answers to questions about the many layers of 
Fort Ticonderoga’s story. 

 
Family Programs (Ground Floor South Barracks) 
Experience daily life at Fort Ticonderoga by playing historic games, writing with quill and ink, and exploring the 

soldiers' barracks. Climb into the bunks and sleep like a soldier! 

 
Shoemaking (Ground Floor South Barracks) 
Shoes were an essential supply for Continental Army soldiers who marched miles through mud to reach Ticonderoga. 
Learn about the struggle to keep more than 10,000 American soldiers shod and discover the science of recreating 
original shoes from archaeological examples. Flex the supple calfskin of shoe uppers and rap on the hard soles as you 
explore how these shoes were repaired wherever soldiers marched or rowed. 

Tailoring (2nd Floor Officers’ Barracks) 
In the early days of Revolutionary War, an American uniform was the subject of great debate. Examine influences 
from British military clothing and American styles meant to define a brand-new army formed from citizen soldiers. 
Discuss the meanings, myths, and practical concerns to clothe soldiers in 1776. 

Musket Maintenance (Powder Magazine) 
Step into Fort Ticonderoga’s Powder Magazine and explore the ‘Laboratory’ work of building and maintaining 
ammunition. From paper musket cartridges to quilted canvas and iron grape shot, see the scale and skill of keeping 
the Guns of Ticonderoga firing in 1776. 



Maritime Trades (Boat House near King’s Garden) 
In 1776 the Northern Continental Army used Ticonderoga as a supply depot in the naval race to control 
Lake Champlain. Hear the epic story of the naval fight for Independence through the carpentry, sail-making, 
and rigging work used to build and outfit General Benedict Arnold’s fleet. 

Liberty Hill Encampment (Carillon Battlefield Trail) 
The Liberty Hill Encampment replicates the fortifications and lodging of the Pennsylvania Continentals who 
called it home in 1776. With support from Americana Corner, watch in real time as soldiers recreate this 
encampment. Peak into soldiers’ tents, talk to them, and learn about daily life for thousands of Continental 
soldiers across Liberty Hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Fort Ticonderoga, REAL TIME REVOLUTION®, & Educational Resources: 

Fort Ticonderoga Leads in Numerous National Lists as a Top Destination for America’s 250th: You are visiting 
in the middle of the most ambitious season in Fort Ticonderoga's history. Named Best Living History in America 
for the nation's 250th anniversary by USA TODAY 10Best, and featured this year by The New York Times, Travel 
+ Leisure, Smithsonian Magazine, and Fodor's, Fort Ticonderoga is on pace for its highest visitation on record as 
REAL TIME REVOLUTION® brings the fight for independence back to life in real time, on the ground where it 
happened, 250 years later to the day. 

REAL TIME REVOLUTION®: This unique Fort Ticonderoga approach brings the critical year of 1776 to life, 
offering visitors an immersive day-by-day, moment-by-moment experience of the people and events that 
defined the fight for independence. During this multi-year campaign, visitors will experience, in real time, the 
unsung construction of the Northern Department of the Continental Army, pulled from primary sources that 
detail our understanding of the period. 

Stay Engaged & Connected! Fort Ticonderoga offers a wide range of educational resources through our online 
Ticonderoga Institute and engaging video series on YouTube.  
Ticonderoga Institute: ticonderogainstitute.org/  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/@FortTiconderogaNY  

LOOKING AHEAD! Every year is a new experience at Fort Ticonderoga - Join us again next year and step into 
the revolution at Fort Ticonderoga in 1777 as we continue REAL TIME REVOLUTION®! 

 

 

https://ticonderogainstitute.org/
http://www.youtube.com/@FortTiconderogaNY

